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GIVE THEM 
PERSONALITY!



Once you have your character 
sitting right there in your head, 
all you really need to do is, wind 
them up, put them down, and 
simply write down what they 
do, say or think. 

Terry Pratchett



Age. Occupation. Income. Education. Marital status. Relationships.
Children/siblings. Languages spoken. Likes and dislikes. Favorite
music. Hobbies. Strengths and weaknesses. Special characteristics
(movement, speech, laugh, and so on). Favorite sayings.
Idiosyncrasies. Birthdate/ Sign of the Zodiac.

I N T E R E S T I N G  C H A R A C T E R S



Where I’m From

George Ella Lyon



Creating 
Characters

• See characters separately from 
the stereotypes. Treat your 
characters as individuals. If you 
treat them like real people in 
your story, readers will see them 
as real, too. 

• Give your character a backstory 
even if it’s not all included in your 
story.

• Choose descriptive details that 
you observe that don’t always 
include outward features. 



Describing Your Character

A “teen girl who 
describes 
herself as a 
slytherin and 
loves K-pop” is 
a more evocative 
descriptor than 
“a teenager with 
blonde hair and 
brown eyes.”



Mirrors, Windows 
and Sliding Glass Doors

1. Mirrors - Readers see reflections of themselves in the story.
2. Windows - Readers can see other worlds through the story.
3. Sliding Glass Door – Readers enter into other worlds and demographics.



Sliding Glass 
Door

Write about the people in the world with you





Q & A


